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	Referral framework description






[bookmark: _GoBack]All referrals are to include information below. 

	Send referral to… 

Dubbo - Send referral via Argus to  
WNSWLHD-ccdubsmc@health.nsw.gov.au
or
Fax to: (02) 6809 7441













This information is presented by the Western NSW Primary Health Network for the purpose of distributing health information to general practices and frontline health service providers. None of this information is intended to be, or implied to be professional medical advice, and should not be treated as such. If you have any questions about a medical matter, or if you think you may be suffering from a medical condition, you should immediately contact a suitably qualified doctor or healthcare professional. The Western NSW Primary Health Network does not accept any liability for any injury, loss or damage incurred by use of or reliance on the information provided in this document.


Name of clinical condition / presentation 
· General Surgery

Indications for specialist referral
· Anything of a general surgical nature
Referral Information required

· Patient Current Contact Details
· Current Medications
· Allergies
· Comorbidities (asthma, diabetes, cardiac problems, anticoagulant therapy etc)
· History / Presenting Symptoms

Investigations required with the Referral

· All Radiology results relating to condition
· Current Pathology up to 6 months old
· Previous history relating to condition


Initial management
· Exclude a surgical/medical emergency

 ‘Red Flag’ items
· [image: C:\Users\Yvette.Lloyd\Desktop\Racing_Flag_Red-300px.jpg]Acute surgical problems



How to access care in the event of a ‘red flag’

· If patient symptoms require hospitalisation in GP opinion then refer to Emergency Department at Dubbo Hospital. If all other patients require surgical attention before the next available outpatient clinic need to send patient to emergency.
Other information 
Direct access for Endoscopy available for suitable patients outside of Dubbo. See attached referral template. General Surgery Direct Access Endoscopy Form.pdf
· 
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